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12/01/26
IWA Response to Thames Water SESRO Statutory Consultation
The Inland Waterways Association (IWA) is the membership charity that works to protect and restore the country's 7000 miles of canals and navigable rivers.  IWA is a national organisation with a network of volunteers and branches who deploy their expertise and knowledge to work constructively with navigation authorities, local and national government and other organisations.  The Association also provides practical and technical support to restoration projects through its Restoration Hub.  
We thank Thames Water for the opportunity to respond to the survey and would make the following comments. Page references are to Thames Water’s Statutory Consultation Brochure 2025.
1. Inlet and outlet structures in the River Thames (Pages 12, 43, 44, 59, 60)
a. Abstractions from and releases to the River Thames should not adversely affect navigation, either locally at the structures due to transverse flows and/or restricted width or more generally upstream or downstream due to reduced draft. 
b. It would be helpful to have information about the tunnel diameter, the normal rate of abstraction from the river and the normal and emergency rates of discharge into the river. 
c. Procedures will be required to close the river to navigation in the event of emergency releases from the reservoir and thought will need to be given to how far downstream the excess flows will affect navigation and other river users.
d. Inlet and outlet structures should be designed to limit transverse flows across the river which may adversely affect navigation. The Canal & River Trust "Code of Practice for Works Affecting the Canal & River Trust" and the Lock Design Manual (2014) published by the Ministry of Transport, Public Works and Water Management (Netherlands) both provide useful guidance on matters to be considered and addressed in such designs.
e. The structures should not obstruct navigation in the river.
f. The controlled gates, mentioned in the text, should fail safe from a navigation perspective as well as any other considerations.
2. Future Severn to Thames Transfer (Page 15)
a. IWA accepts that the previously proposed transfer of 300-500 Ml/day, operating for only 6%-22% of the time, could only be by pipeline.
b. If the future proposed transfer is for a daily capacity of less than 80 Ml/day for longer periods of time (to transfer similar volumes overall) then IWA would expect the option of transfer via the Cotswold Canals to be re-examined.
3. Wilts & Berks Canal - Map (Page 34)
a. IWA welcomes the provision of a water channel (item 23) to protect potential navigation via the Wilts & Berks Canal (WBC) but is disappointed to see that some of the proposals are not so comprehensive as previously. IWA would support the previous proposals to provide a navigable connection from the River Thames through to the southwest corner of the reservoir site as this should maximise leisure usage and avoid having an isolated length of canal around the reservoir requiring long term water supply and maintenance with limited benefit until the connection to the river is complete.
b. Arising from the above, the option of constructing a suitably over-sized length of WBC through to the River Thames and then locating the main inlet and outlet structures on the canal just east or just west of the A34, appears worthy of consideration. This should save over 2km of tunnelling while providing the canal connection at comparable cost. 
c. IWA encourages the use of waterways for freight, to benefit the environment. If a railhead cannot be provided, use of barge transport should be considered, potentially into the SESRO site if the WBC connection to the River Thames is constructed as part of the enabling works.
d. While detailed comments are likely to be provided by the WBC Trust, IWA observes that the proposals for SESRO should include, to at least concept design level, arrangements for connections from the SESRO provided channel to the River Thames. In particular it should be demonstrated that the canal can pass beneath the A34 at the location proposed by TW, at similar cost to the location previously proposed by WBC Trust.
4. Other matters
a. IWA supports the proposals to facilitate canoeing, paddle boarding, swimming and sailing on and around the reservoir, contributing to a multi sector reservoir which will provide public benefit across a variety of areas in accord with the recommendation of RAPID (Ofwat, the Environment Agency and the Drinking Water Inspectorate) that public benefit be maximised by constructing multi sector reservoirs that deliver wider benefits than simply water resources (https://www.ofwat.gov.uk/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Multi-sector-reservoirs-publication-note.pdf).
b. IWA notes that no mention is made of provision for asset and ground maintenance facilities, which might sensibly be placed adjacent to the pump station with a secondary facility at the water sports centre. The various paths and footways around the site should be designed to carry appropriate maintenance vehicles – “designated tracks” are to be suitable for emergency vehicles, but no information is provided about the vehicle capacity of other routes.
c. How does the River Ock pass over or under the WBC water channel near the Nature Education Centre? The map shows the river passing over the channel, which seems unlikely, while the section at page 92 does not show the river but suggests the two water courses are at approximately the same elevation.

Graham Heald
IWA Water Lead graham.heald@waterways.org.uk 12/01/26
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